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[image: ]From Pastor Liz
Happy New Year – Welcome to 2019! Not everyone begins their new year on January 1: Jewish, Muslim, Chinese, and other calendars begin the year on other days. In fact, our traditional Christian year begins the first Sunday in Advent - the fourth Sunday before Christmas. Our own civil New Year’s Day has not always been January 1. Although that date goes back to the Romans, the Roman year originally started with March. That is why the names September, October, and November literally mean “seventh,” “eighth,” and “ninth” month respectively.
Now, what can we do and what should we be doing as a church so this year and future years are as bright and exciting as the ones we have left behind?  
First and foremost – please be in prayer for Chestnut Hill UMC and all its ministries.  Our ultimate job as a Christian community is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ. What are you specifically doing to make new disciples? When was the last time you invited someone without a church home to come worship with you on Sunday morning?  Make it a goal to ask at least one person a month to come to church with you and the church will grow.  
Support the church with your presence – be here whenever possible. Support the church with your gifts – not just to give to help with the church budget, but because we need to give back to God a portion on what God has given to us.  Support the church with your service – if something needs to be done, don’t wait to be asked, volunteers are always needed.  Look for new ways Chestnut Hill UMC can be in mission ministry to our community, state, nation, and world.
My prayer is that God will bless us as a congregation in this New Year and that each of us might be blest as individuals as well.								
 										~Blessings, Grace and Peace, Liz

Please let Heather Wilson know if you are interested in participating in our Bell Choir.  We need a minimum of 6 people to start back up! 
[image: ]Come sing with us!!  Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass or simply making a joyful noise- join us on Thursday nights for choir practice at 6:30!! 
 
 

 




 
 United Methodist Women News
	Chestnut Hill hosted the Annual Lynchburg District UMW Brunch on Saturday, December 1st. The UMMen cooked & served Breakfast to over 100 members of our District.  The decorations were  beautiful and the food was delicious. The program in the Sanctuary was absolutely wonderful -we were treated to great music by the Rustburg High School Chorus - an amazing group of teenagers!!
[image: ]	On Saturday, December 8th our UMW members met & prepared the Baskets & Gifts for our "shut-ins" which were delivered afterwards.  In the meantime we enjoyed a wonderful & delicious meal prepared by our UMW ladies!!
	All of you are very special and faithful to the UMW purpose & I truly thank & love each one of you!!	
								~Love always, Linda Wright - UMW President 
 
Items collected for Mitten Trunk: Hats~16, Mittens~49, Gloves~12, Scarfs~1, Sets of Hats & Mittens~21, Socks~4, Scarf & Hat~5.  
TOTAL Items: 108
Great Job!
 
My Personal Church Goals for 2019
[image: ] 1- That everything we do as a church will be God’s will, enabled by the Holy Spirit and undergirded by prayer and that all worship will be done with care and excellence
2- To work together to strengthen our financial base in order to pay our apportionments in full and support God’s mission and ministry.  This will help us to make this a vital growing congregation into the 22nd Century.
3- We will work toward increasing our weekly attendance through commitment and outreach by welcoming and inviting and to increase overall  Sunday School attendance, Bible study, covenant groups and prayer groups.  
4- To encourage a men’s and young adult ministry as a way to make new disciples for Jesus Christ.
5- To increase our support and commitment to pay our apportionment. To be intentional about finding mission opportunities in our community. 
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I am so thankful for the wonderful congregation of Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church. Your thoughtfulness and kind expressions of sympathy at the passing of my brother was heartwarming and very touching. Thank you for the many acts of concern and love.
		May God richly bless you.		~J. Owen Stinnette

	Dan and Judy Robertson would like to thank everyone for their expression of sympathy and cards for the death of Dan's mother, Margaret Robertson, on New Year’s Eve. She had a long and wonderful Christian life of 102 years. We would like to provide the following poem, “The Dash”, that certainly described her life and hopefully our commitment to Christ.
THE DASH by Linda Ellis
I read of a man who stood to speak at a funeral of a friend. He referred to the dates on the tombstone from the beginning… to the end.
He noted that first came the date of birth and spoke of the following date with tears, but he said what mattered most of all was the dash between those years.
For that dash represents all the time they spent alive on earth and now only those who loved them know what that little line is worth.
For it matters not, how much we own, the cars… the house..
the cash. What matters is how we live and love and how we spend our dash.
So think about this long and hard; are there things you’d like to change? For you never know how much time is left that still can be rearranged.
To be less quick to anger and show appreciation more and love the people in our lives like we’ve never loved before.
If we treat each other with respect and more often wear a smile… remembering that this special dash might only last a little while.
So when your eulogy is being read, with your life’s actions to rehash, would you be proud of the things they say about how you lived your dash?
(© 1996-2018 SOUTHWESTERN INSPIRE KINDNESS, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.)

Gifts & Memorials
In Memory of
 Jesse Stinnette, Sr.
Given by: Jimmy & Barbara Blunt
Elise Stone
Given by: Charles & Betty Bell
Memory of Our Parents
Given by: Buddy & Barbara LeFew
Margaret Robertson
Given by: J. Owen Stinnette
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Children’s Ministry
We hope everyone had a great holiday. Continue to keepour children’s program in prayer. More information provided later on upcoming events.
~Jody Underwood, Lay Children’s Ministry Coordinator

 The Merry Marthas Circle  will meet at the home of Frances Unruh on Wednesday, January 9 at 10:00 AM. We will have our Pledge Service program, and discuss plans for 2019. We will plan to eat lunch out for our February 13 meeting. Details will be decided at our January [image: royalty-free-black-and-white-retro-vector-clip-art-of-women-running-by-bestvector-1979]meeting.
[image: ]Thanks so much to all who helped with the Park View Community Mission Dinner on November 28! We served 96 plates! Those who cooked, those who served and cleaned up, and those who donated money to help defer expenses are all greatly appreciated!
									~Thanks, Judy Robertson

 Top of the Hill will resume on Wednesday, January 23, 2019, at 11:00 a.m. This is our planning session. Bring a sandwich. Dessert and drinks provided.
[image: MC900188629[1]]On Wednesday, February 27, 2018, at 11:00 a.m., Caroline Hudson, Envelopment Director, of The Free of Central Virginia will be our speaker. The Free Clinic of Central Virginia envisions a community where everyone has access to quality healthcare services. 
 [image: ]
Mission Memo…
The Food cart for December was full of "joy" for Park View Mission.  We collected 32 food items for a total of 30lbs. of food. We also collected 42 rolls of toilet paper, 6 rolls of paper towels, 75 diapers, 12 deodorants, 8 bars of soap, 1 shampoo and 1 conditioner, and a pack of pads. Park View Mission as always appreciated our support to help them help our community.  The mission committee thanks you for your generous support of this mission and all the missions we help throughout the year.  Merry Christmas and a Happy Healthy New Year to all.  The Mission Committee 
[image: ]For January we are making a push again for toilet paper, diapers and wipes, and any toiletry items.  These things are always in short supply. 
~Thank you, Linda Jessen & The Mission Committee

FRIENDS WHO CARE
[image: ]	Please send your reports of visits and phone calls each month to Scottie  Nuckols, 1250 Jefferson Oaks Court, # 44, Forest, VA 24551. Or e-mail to mx55566@gmail.com. On your report please note the month and year, names of those visited (or called) and the number of times visited or called that month and any comments of our pastor. Please try to get this information to Scottie by the 5th of the month. We express our appreciation to all the volunteers who participate in this ministry of compassion. For November: Calls: 53; Visits: 13. For December: Calls: 45; Visits: 10.
 

Food Cart...
	We  will be collecting items for the Food Cart for Park View Community Mission. 
[image: ]For the Month of JANUARY:
“toilet paper, diapers, wipes, toiletry items”
Please place in the food cart, located in the Commons. Help those in need.

Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church extends Christian love and sympathy to the family of Margaret S. Robertson and especially to her children, Dan (Judy), and Gypsey. Mrs. Robertson passed away on December 31, 2018.
[image: ]   And to the family of Sonny Houston and especially to his wife, Nancy, and daughter, Kelly Mason. Mr. Houston passed away on January 2, 2019.
 
Read Ahead
Each Sunday The lectionary provides us with  readings from the Gospel, the Epistles (Letters) the Old  Testament and the Psalms.  The lectionary  follows a three year cycle, which when finished will have covered the majority of the Bible.  Pastor Liz believes that reading ahead will increase your understanding and enjoyment of the service. 
JANUARY
January 6, 2019 - Epiphany Sunday. The Scriptures are Genesis 1:1-2, 26B2:4 & Psalm 72.  The sermon text is Matthew 2:1-12 and the message is “A Story and a Story Teller”.
[image: ]January 13, 2019 – Baptism of the Lord Sunday. The Scriptures are Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 & Psalm 29.  The sermon text is Genesis 18:1-15 and the message is “Suspension of Disbelief”.
January 20, 2019-The Scriptures are John 2:1-11 & Psalm 36. The sermon text is Exodus 16:2-4, 13-16, Numbers 11:4-6 and the message is “Rising Action”.
January 27, 2019,- The Scriptures are 1 Samuel 16:1-13 & Psalm. The sermon text is Luke 4:14-21 and the message is “The Inciting Incident”.
FEBRUARY:
February 3, 2019-The Scriptures are Luke 4: 21-30 & Psalm 71. The sermon text is Zephaniah 3:14-17 and the message is “God Story 5:  Soundtrack”.
February 10, 2019-The Scriptures are Isaiah 6:1-8 & Psalm 138. The sermon text is John 12:12-19 and the message is “God Story 6: Waiting for Resolution”.
February 17, 2019-The Scriptures are 1 Corinthians 15:12-20  & Psalm 1. The sermon text is John 20:1-18 and the message is “God Story 7: Twist Ending ”.
February 24, 2019-The Scriptures are Genesis 45:3-11, 15 & Psalm 57.  The sermon text is Luke 6:27-38 and the message is “He Can’t Be Serious...”.
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Our Attendance
Sunday School
   Worship
12/2
30
          62
12/9
CANCELLED
12/16
28
          66
12/23
35
          70
12/30
26
          64
1/6/19
31
          53
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OUR ATTENDANCE
						
SUNDAY SCHOOL		   WORSHIP
     12/2		    30		              62
     12/9		CANCELLED
12/16		28		          66
12/23		35		          70
12/30		26		          64
1/6/19		31		          53

Membership and United Methodists
Membership Vows
Persons who join The United Methodist Church make sacred commitments to God and to the community and promise to be held accountable to their commitments. Through these vows we accept God’s free gift of freedom and power to turn away from evil; to profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior; to believe in the Christian faith as contained in the Bible; to live a Christian life; and to
  -faithfully participate in the ministries of the church
  -by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,
  -that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.
Prayers
There is not one right way to pray. We speak the Lord’s Prayer together, and we are one with millions of Christians throughout history who have opened to the mystery of God’s grace through those words. But we are also one with ages of Christians when in distress we cry a silent Help_ to God, when we wait in stillness for God’s guidance, when we shout our anger at injustice, and when we take action to right wrongs and reach out in compassion to a hurting world. All of this is prayer. Our vow of prayer calls us to employ the power of prayer as the foundation of our lifelong journey to become like Christ—as individuals and as the body of Christ. Our faithful response to God’s love through Christ is to trust in the power of the Holy Spirit to guide our words, our work, and our ministry.
Presence
When we are doing something we love, a hobby or a sport, we give it all of our attention and we are engaged and focused—we are fully present. That’s the nature of our vow to give the church our presence. We promise to give the life, work, and ministry of the church our full attention; to listen actively; to participate with enthusiasm; and to offer our joy, creativity, skill, talents, and gifts to help the congregation become more like Christ. When we are fully present, we connect with others in ways that deepen community and grow our faith. Our vow of presence does not mean saying yes to every request for service or taking on tasks and roles that we cannot do. It does mean offering our time and energy in large and small ways that help us grow spiritually and that add value to the congregation, the community, and the world.  Our vow of presence does not stop at the door of the church building. We are the body of Christ in and for the world. We are called to be fully engaged and focused on God in all aspects of our lives—work, play, relationships, and ministry.
 





Gifts
When we have chosen the perfect gift for a loved one—often something personal—we get as much joy in the giving as the loved one does in receiving. A bond of true affection is deepened by a thoughtful gift given with love. Think about our vow to faithfully participate by our gifts in this way. It is more about growing a generous spirit than about actual gifts of time, money, talent, skill, or spiritual power. Our vow calls us to open to the presence of God within and among us; to accept the free gift of God’s love through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus the Christ; and, with the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit, to joyfully share our gifts with others. Because we are all unique, our gifts 
of love vary widely. You may hear people talk about tithing, giving ten percent of our income to support the work of the church, but the size or amount of a gift is never as important as the spirit of the giver (see Exodus 35:20-29; 
2 Corinthians 9:7). Gifts of generosity, given freely with joy and hope, are avenues of God’s love that contribute to the spiritual growth of the giver and help build up the body of Christ and transform the world. When we vow to give our gifts, we promise to share the love, power, and freedom of God with whoever has need.
Service
All of our membership vows are related. When we are faithful in prayer and fully present to God and one another, we will be moved to generosity in sharing the joy of God’s love with others. Our vow of service is an extension of that sharing. Service within and beyond the congregation—in our families, neighborhoods, workplaces, schools, communities, and around the globe—is the evidence of God’s love and power at work within us. We do not serve because we have to; we serve in response to God’s abundant love that overflows our joyful hearts. When we take the vow of service in The United Methodist Church, we join a proud tradition and long history of faithful, selfless ministry through education, healing, preaching, addressing social injustice, and caring for and with the poor and marginalized. Our Holy Communion service reminds us that by the love of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, we are “one with Christ, / one with each other, / and one in ministry to all the world” (from The United Methodist Hymnal). 
God calls us in love; fills us with power, joy, and strength; and sends us out to be the body of Christ in, for, and with the hurting world. Fulfilling our vow of service is God’s love in action.
Witness
In a courtroom, witnesses are expected to offer faithful accounts of an event. In the family of Christ, we have seen and experienced the transforming love of God in Christ. Our witness to the world is to offer a faithful account of the truth we know, the freedom and power of God’s love to change the world. Our witness shines in the way we live our daily lives, and in how we share the story of God’s love—the good news of Jesus Christ—with a hungry and hurting world.
Witness is as old as the Christian faith. The life of Jesus of Nazareth provides the perfect example of faithful witness to the love of God. We are not perfect, but our vow calls us to enter the struggle together to become like Christ.
As with the vow of service, faithful witness is the outward sign of the love of God and the power of the Holy Spirit flowing through us. It is as if we are filled with light and have no choice but to shine. Witness grows through prayers and presence; it is nurtured by our gifts of generosity and spirit; it fills our service with joy. We are all one in Christ, and we are all called to grow in God’s love and to share it with others. Our true witness in the world is the fruit of the Spirit, the ways we actively live out “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23).
	If you are interested in becoming a member of Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church, please contact Pastor Liz at 239-8423 or by email: Pastorliz@aol.com.
 
January Birthdays
	01	Mary Gibson
02	LeAnn Glass
Brenda Torian
04	Daniel Kennen
05	Gloria Coleman
	Ryan Lacy
06	Brenda Lyons
07	Brian Thomas
08	Hylton Glass
09	Samantha Allen
	Warren Cole
	Micajah Mason
	Helen Snow
10	Cindy Hanowitz
11	Geoffrey May, Sr.
12	Sean Childers
	Tara Collins
13	Ruth Ann Harris
14	Jennifer Witt
15	Carl Yates
16	Jeanette Levin
17	Kyle Kennen
 
	18	Tatum Burgess
          Christopher Harris
	Taylor Hendricks
19 	Whitney 
	McGlothlin
	Michael Thomas
20	Matthew Marshall
	Jeremy 
	VandeBogart
21	Dennis Miller
23	Aaron Yost
24	Lloyd Smith, Jr. 
25	Tracy King
	Austin King
29	Laura Woolley
30	Margaret Johnson
31	Brice Mattson
[image: ]	Bert Scott, Jr.



February Birthdays
	1 	Autumn Hendricks
2 	Andrea Baughman
3	Rebecca Beiler
4	Dylan Phillips
5	Johnnie Kinzer
	Kayleigh Morris
7	David Maxham
	Jodie Odenbach
9	Michael Phillips
10	Gary Regan
11 	 Debra Higginbotham
	Jason McGlothlin
	Maris Tiller
13	Paul Crosby, Jr.
	Lanie Jay
	Barbara Murrell
	Kirsten Tiller
15	Richard Pusey
	Ted Stables

	16	Bob Elium
Doris Finch
17 	Christopher Gibson
19	Patricia Binkley
20	Sue Barker
	Bonnie Buchanan
22	Karen Gunter
23	Ty Burgess
          Kimberly Rutledge
25	Elaine Clarke
	Ian Richardson
	Jan Wiley
26	Donald Yost
28	Charles Moore              
	John White, III
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	Those Who Serve ~ JANUARY
USHERS:  Fred Norvelle, Head Usher
NURSERY CAREGIVER:
Erin Ecklund, Nursery Supervisor
JANUARY GREETERS:
JANUARY GREETERS:
January 6	~Jane White
January 13	~Linda Wright
January 20	~Marsha Burks
January 27	~Pat Short
CHILDREN’S CHURCH (Ages 4-11)
Information will be provided in the bulletins.
MONEY COUNTERS
Brenda Torian, Eleanor Maxham
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
Those Who Serve~FEBRUARY
USHERS:  Fred Norvelle, Head Usher
NURSERY CAREGIVER:
Erin Ecklund, Nursery Supervisor 
FEBRUARY GREETERS:
February 3	~Elaine Clarke
February 10	~Kitty Burgess
February 17	~Pat Short
February 24	~Barbara LeFew
CHILDREN’S CHURCH (Ages 4-11)
Information will be provided in the bulletins.
MONEY COUNTERS
Jerry Lease, Judy Lease, Valerie Witt
**********************************

[image: ] GOOD NEWS is published monthly for members and friends of Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church. Send articles to the church office by the 15th of the month.
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	Our Church Financial Picture
Through the end of DECEMBER 2018
General Operating Funds:
Needed to meet our 2018 Budget	    $ 237,899
Needed to meet our budget to date      $ 237,899
Actual receipts to date		               $ 196,320
Shortage to meet budget to date	     $    41,579
Actual expenditures to date	               $ 190,329
Overage meet expenses to date	     $      5,991
Joy In Missions Funds:
Our Giving Goal for 2018		                $ 11,600
Needed to meet our goal to date	      $  11,600
Actual receipts to date		                $  10,534
Special Offerings* (not budgeted):
Received to date			                $    13,141
Dispersed to date	                                   $     12,257
*Christmas, Easter, Annual Conference,
World Communion, etc.
2018 Joy In Mission Donations 
To date, the following amounts have
 been paid to the missions indicated.
Missionary Covenant Relationship          $         2,500
Interfaith Outreach		                            $         1,000
Park View Missions~Food for Families  $         2,455
Society of St. Andrew		                  $         1,000

Adult Care Center		                            $             500
Blue Ridge Area Food Bank	                  $             500
Camp Timothy			                            $              500
Churches for Urban Ministry	                  $              500
Daily Bread			                            $              500
Free Clinic			                            $              500
Good Neighbor			                            $              0
Habitat for Humanity		                  $              500
Heart Havens			                            $              0
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS:
Meals on Wheels (Souper Bowl)	        $       1,162
UMCOR(One Great Hour of Sharing)       $           310
UMCOR (Tornado Relief)                            $           827



   			 Chestnut Hill United
                  Methodist Church
4660 Fort Avenue, Lynchburg, VA 24502

Phone Number: 434-239-8423: FAX: 434-239-7209
E-mail: chestnuthillumc@comcast.net
On the web: www.chestnuthillumc.net

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday~9:00 am—3:30 pm
Friday~9:00 am-1:00 pm
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DIRECTORY OF 
CHESTNUT HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
	
	Sharma Lewis
	Richmond Area Resident Bishop

	
	Scott Davis
	Lynchburg District Superintendent

	
	Liz Ecklund
	Minister

	
	Vernie Barrow
	Minister Emeritus

	
	Monica C. Campbell
	Administrative Assistant

	
	Heather Wilson
	Director of Music Ministry

	
	Judy Martin
	 Bookkeeper

	
	Elaine Clarke
	Lay Leader

	
	Jody Underwood
	       Lay Children’s/Youth Ministry Coor.

	
	Chris Glass
	Communications Coor.

	
	Erin Ecklund
	Nursery Supervisor
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	30
9:15 AM Multigenerational Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM Church 24/7
	31
Church Office Closed
	1
Church Office Closed
 [image: ]
	2
	3
6:30 PM Choir
	4
	5

	6
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM Church 24/7
	7
	8
9:00 AM Prayer Group
10:00 AM Homeschool First
7:00 PM Homeschool First Game Night
	9
10:00 AM Merry Martha's
	10
6:30 PM Choir
	11
9:00 AM Homeschool First
	12
11:00 AM
Undecorating Church

	13
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM Church 24/7
	14
7:00 PM Wesleyan Group
	15
9:00 AM Prayer Group
10:00 AM Homeschool First
	16
	17
2:00 PM AAUW
6:30 PM Choir
	18
9:00 AM Homeschool First
	19

	20
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM Church 24/7
	21
Church Office Closed
 
	22
9:00 AM Prayer Group
10:00 AM Homeschool First
6:30 PM
Trustees mtg
	23
11:00 AM Top of the Hill
	24
6:30 PM Choir
	25
9:00 AM Homeschool First
	26
1:00 PM Baby Shower (Higginbotham)

	27
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM Church 24/7
	28
	29
9:00 AM Prayer Group
10:00 AM Homeschool First
	30
	31
6:30 PM Choir
	1
9:00 AM Homeschool First
	2






February 2019[image: ]
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	27
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM Church 24/7
	28
	29
9:00 AM Prayer Group
10:00 AM Homeschool First
	30
	31
6:30 PM Choir
	1
9:00 AM Homeschool First
	2

	3
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM Church 24/7
	4
	5
9:00 AM Prayer Group
10:00 AM Homeschool First
	6
	7
6:30 PM Choir
	8
9:00 AM Homeschool First
	9

	10
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM Church 24/7
	11
7:00 PM Wesleyan Group
	12
9:00 AM Prayer Group
10:00 AM Homeschool First
7:00 PM Homeschool First Game Night
	13
10:00 AM Merry Martha's
	14
6:30 PM Choir
 
	15
9:00 AM Homeschool First
	16

	17
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM Church 24/7
	18
Church Office Closed
 
	19
9:00 AM Prayer Group
10:00 AM Homeschool First
	20
	21
6:30 PM Choir
	22
9:00 AM Homeschool First
	23

	24
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM Church 24/7
	25
	26
9:00 AM Prayer Group
	27
11:00 AM Top of the Hill
	28
6:30 PM Choir
	1
	2
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